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May 2, 2022

Lynn M. Retz

Executive Director

Kansas Corporation Commission
1500 SW Arrowhead Road
Topeka, KS 66604

RE: Docket No. 22-GIMG-405-MIS

Dear Ms. Retz:
Enclosed for filing are the Reply Comments of Black Hills/Kansas Gas Utility Company,

LLC d/b/a Black Hills Energy in Docket No. 22-GIMG-405-MIS regarding the investigation
initiated by the Kansas Corporation Commission’s Guidance Order dated March 1, 2022.

Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Douglas J. Law

Douglas J. Law
Associate General Counsel
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cc: Service List
Rob Daniel
Ann Stichler
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BEFORE THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS

In the Matter of the Miscellaneous Investigation
into the Use of a Laser Absorption Spectroscopy
Platform Coupled with Data Analysis Software
as an Approved Method to Perform Natural Gas
Leak Surveys as Required by K.A.R. 82-11-
4(b)(32)

Docket No. 22-GIMG-405-MIS
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REPLY COMMENTS OF BLACK HILLS ENERGY

Pursuant to the Kansas Corporation Commission's ("Commission") Order dated March 1,
2022 (“Guidance Order”) in the above-captioned proceeding, Black Hills/Kansas Gas Ultility
Company, LLC, d/b/a Black Hills Energy ("Black Hills Energy"), submits its reply comments in the
Commission's general investigation into issues relating to the use of a laser absorption spectroscopy
platform coupled with data analysis software as an approved method to perform natural gas leak
surveys as required by K.A.R. 82-11-4(b)(32).

1. INTRODUCTION

1. As Black Hills Energy stated in its Initial Comments in the proceeding, Black Hills
Energy appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Commission’s investigation into the issues
raised by the Staff in this docket.

2. Black Hills Energy also noted in its initial comments that Black Hills Energy does
not currently employ a natural gas leak detection process similar to the leak detection equipment
used by Kansas Gas Service, which is the subject matter of this proceeding.

II. RESPONSE OF BLACK HILLS ENERGY TO THE COMMISSION’S ISSUES

3. Upon review of the initial comments submitted by other participants in this

proceeding, Black Hills Energy does not take issue with any of the initial comments submitted. As



previously stated, Black Hills Energy is willing to explore new technologies that could result in
more frequent, more efficient, or more accurate leak surveys of natural gas piping for purposes of
safety and our own duty to our customers. Black Hills Energy shares several of the concerns raised
by Kansas Gas Service. To that end Black Hills Energy supports Kansas Gas Service in its efforts
to find the appropriate interpretation of the Commission’s safety regulations while balancing the
cost and administrative efficiencies of new and improved gas leak technology.
III. CONCLUSION

4. Black Hills Energy remains interested in participating in this proceeding and to
continue working with customers, Staff, CURB, the Commission, and other gas utilities to explore

the new technology in gas leak detection in Kansas.

Respectfully submitted

/s/ Douglas J. Law

Douglas J. Law, KS# 29118
Associate General Counsel

Black Hills Energy

1731 Windhoek Drive

Lincoln, Nebraska 68512

T: (402)221-2635
Douglas.Law@blackhillscorp.com

Attorney for Black Hills/Kansas Gas Utility Company,
LLC, d/b/a Black Hills Energy



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on May 2, 2022, a copy of the above and foregoing was served on the
following:

Monte Price

Amarillo Natural Gas Company
5800 Arnot Road

Amarillo, TX 79119
mwprice@anginc.net

Kenneth R. Smith, Executive VP
American Energies Gas Service, LLC
1020 East Levee St

Suite 130

Dallas, TX 75207
Ksmith@Trekresources.Com

Dawn Graff, Midstream Accounting Manager
Anadarko Natural Gas Company

1099 18th Street

Denver, CO 80202
dawn.graff@anadarko.com

James G. Flaherty, Attorney
Anderson & Byrd, L.L.P.
216 S Hickory

PO Box 17

Ottawa, KS 66067
jflaherty@andersonbyrd.com

Shelly M. Bass, Senior Attorney
Atmos Energy Corporation

5430 LBJ Freeway

1800 Three Lincoln Centre
Dallas, TX 75240
shelly.bass@atmosenergy.com
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Attn: Gas Service Contact
Atmos Energy Corporation
5420 LBJ Fwy Ste 1600 (75240)
P O Box 650205

Dallas, TX 75265-0205
jennifer.ries@atmosenergy.com

Kathleen R. Ocanas, Division VP Of Rates & Regulatory Affairs
Atmos Energy Corporation

25090 W 110th Terr

Olathe, KS 66061

Kathleen.Ocanas@atmosenergy.com

Rob Daniel, Director of Regulatory & Finance
Black Hills/Kansas Gas Utility Company, LLC
d/b/a Black Hills Energy

655 East Millsap Drive

Fayetteville, AR 72703
rob.daniel@blackhillscorp.com

Ann Stichler, Sr. Analyst-Regulatory and Finance
Black Hills/Kansas Gas Utility Company, LLC
d/b/a Black Hills Energy

2287 College Road

Council Bluffs, IA 51503
ann.stichler@blackhillscorp.com

Douglas Law, Associate General Counsel
Black Hills/Kansas Gas Utility Company, LLC
d/b/a Black Hills Energy

1731 Windhoek Drive

Lincoln, NE 68512
Douglas.Law@blackhillscorp.com

Attn: City Clerk

City of Eskridge

City Hall 110 South Main Street
Po Box 156

Eskridge, KS 66423
clerk@eskridgeks.org
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David Cohen, Assistant General Counsel
Kansas Corporation Commission

1500 SW Arrowhead Road

Topeka, KS 66604

d.cohen@kcc.ks.gov

Brian G. Fedotin, General Counsel
Kansas Corporation Commission
1500 SW Arrowhead Rd

Topeka, KS 66604
b.fedotin@kcc.ks.gov

Jared Jevons, Litigation Attorney
Kansas Corporation Commission
1500 SW Arrowhead Rd

Topeka, KS 66604
j.jevons@kcc.ks.gov

Janet Buchanan, Director- Regulatory Affairs / Oke 13165
Kansas Gas Service, A Division Of One Gas, Inc.

7421 W 129th St

Overland Park, KS 66213-2713
janet.buchanan@onegas.com

Denise A. Adams, Manager Rates And Regulatory
Mid Continent Market Center, Inc.

100 W Fifth St

Tulsa, OK 74103-4298
regulatoryaffairs@oncok.com

Anne E. Callenbach, Attorney
Polsinelli, PC

900 W. 48 Place, Suite 900
Kansas City, MO 64112
acallenbach@polsinnelli.com

Frank A. Caro, Attorney
Polsinelli, PC

900 W. 48" Place, Suite 900
Kansas City, MO 64112
fcaro@polsinelli.com
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Robert Muirhead, Vice President Customer Service
Midwest Energy, Inc.

1330 Canterbury Drive

PO Box 898

Hays, KS 67601-0898
bmuirhead@mwenergy.com

Robert Elliott Vincent

KANSAS GAS SERVICE

7421 West 129" Street
Overland Park, KS 66213-2634
robert.vincent(@onegas.com

Mike McEvers
Texas-Kansas-Oklahoma Gas, L.L.C.
PO Box 1194

Dalhart, TX 79022
tkogas@yahoo.com

/S/ CHRISTINA ELLIS
Christina FEllis
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